
 

•  

•  

•  

•  

 
 

 

 

Position  Name Contact 

President David Thornton 251-458-2775 

VP/ Speakers Craig Hall 251-533-2727 

Treasurer Terry Wilson 251-591-7663 

Membership Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Awards Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Donations Joey Gates 251-209-1220 

Food Adviser Romie Perez 251-259-2357 

Logo Items 
Chad & Courtney 

Summers 

251-680-5271 

251-680-8580 

Newsletter David Thornton 251-458-2775 

Statistics Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Weighmaster Pat Hughes 251-422-6992 



Welcome to Spring 2022 

   First off, I want to salute those 10 members who contributed 
their time to man the ACFA booth at the Mobile Boat Show 
March 11-13. And to our Logo Items Chairmen for bringing the 
neat new stuff that was quite a hit and conversation starter.  

And congratulations to those members, able to successfully compete in 
the March tournament. Some years winter gives us a rough ’goodbye’, 
and this was certainly one of those days. Of course we had some great 
food to warm our tummies at the weigh in thanks to Romie and his crew. 

As we enter into springtime, the weather will get less volatile, and fishing 
should get a bit more predictable as water temperatures rise. The 
sheepshead spawn is in full swing now, pompano are running the 
beaches, and speckled trout are transitioning to join them for their first 
spawn of the year. Though the weather has still been rough at times, 
there have been some nice weather ‘breaks’ too. So, let’s hope April 
brings more of those as the next tournament approaches.  

And I want to welcome the venerable Captain Bobby Abruscatto to our 
April meeting, for about the umpteenth time. LOL! Bobby was one of the 
founding members of this club, has contributed often, and laid much 
fishing knowledge on ACFA members through the years. Come on down! 

 

                                                             David Thornton - ACFA President 

Come join us on Thursday March 7th for our third meeting of 2022. Captain 
Bobby Abruscatto will be our main speaker for the evening. One of the 
original ACFA members, Captain Bobby has offered a lot of firsthand 
knowledge to the club over the years. So, we look forward to hearing 
what he has to say about springtime fishing this year as well.  

Speaking of springtime fishing, we got a delivery of new Fairhope Rattle 
Corks, courtesy of Captain Lyons Bousson, Sr. to be featured as door priz-
es this month. These have been very popular door prizes for several years.  

The April meeting ends our membership drive for this year, so we will 
have the membership and ‘new member referral’ drawings... 



A receptive crowd of near 70 eagerly 

welcomed Matthew Isbell (“Bama 

Beach Bum”) to our March 3rd meeting. 

It was unfortunate the acoustic system 

was unusable, but Matthew’s enthusi-

asm cannot be restrained anyway. His 

passion for all things fishing related ap-

peals to folks on many levels. This can be 

seen in any of his hundreds of diverse 

videos available online @  

Bama Beach Bum - YouTube  

 

The crowd had plenty of questions and inquiries for the surf fishing aficionado. 

It was definitely a well received Q&A session that we will repeat in the future! 

  

Our second tournament of the year (“Spring Breakout”) will be Saturday April 

9th, with the weigh-in from 1pm to 3pm at American Legion Post 250. 

Species will be Speckled trout, Redfish, Flounder, Sheepshead, and Pompano.  

Chef Romie and crew will be cooking chicken 

cacciatore, which should be plentifully delicious! 

The Mobile River is still high, but inland waters 

have warmed into the 70s and that should spark 

some premier spring fishing, especially along the 

beaches whenever the weather (wind) allows. 

Maybe we will be lucky on that account!   

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/c/BamaBeachBumFishing
https://www.youtube.com/c/BamaBeachBumFishing


 

  

Our ACFA Logo Items co-Chairmen: Chad and Courtney Summers worked 
hard to procure new ACFA Logo Items in time to showcase at the Mobile 
Boat Show last month. Shirts, car tags, koozies, hats, stickers, and visors were 
well viewed and are now available for sale. Shirts (long-sleeved dri fit) need 

to be pre-ordered ($25 for regular sizes, and $30 for 
plus sizes). They will be printed per your size and col-
or preference, then picked up at the next meeting. 
There are also some ‘old stock’ items which we will 
be looking to liquidate at discount prices. Just let 
them know what you want… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 club members graciously 

donated their time to man the 

ACFA booth at the Boat Show. 

Not only did we get several 

new members, but we had 

outreach to thousands of po-

tential members. The new Logo 

Items really grabbed a LOT of 

attention, and we sold over 

$500 worth to help get our 

’brand’ out again. Thanks all!    



 

 By: Robert & David Thornton 
  

The weather  Saturday March 19th was absolutely beautiful, with the exception of  a cool, biting wind, which 
by all accounts from anglers who fished, just would not let up. This was on the heels of a cold front passage 
the day before, plus the tide was in NEAP with a Full Moon, which did not help catching prospects either. In 
fact the foreboding conditions likely discouraged many members from even attempting  this time out. Another 
reason we delay the first tournament in the year for a couple of weeks, hoping for better (warmer) weather.  
All total, only 19 fish were brought to the table to be weighed. Though a small number of fish, there was plen-
ty of drama on the leaderboard in the Speckled Trout, Redfish & Sheepshead categories. 

Adult Division 

Early on, Shane Schuchardt weighed several nice fish and hung around to see how they would endure. His 19 
inch Speckled Trout entry of 2.44 lbs. ended up in 2nd Place, and was followed closely by New member Alex 
Manry’s 2.28 lb. entry at the buzzer (also 19 inches), that barely edged Alex Beebe’s 2.27# (19 inch) into 4th.  
The Speckled Trout category was bested by Brad McDonald with a very respectable 21 inch long 3.25# entry. 

The Slot-Redfish category was also a battle from the beginning to the very end. The tight race ended up with 
David Jones last minute 23 3/4 inch entry finishing in 1st Place at an even 5.00 lbs. That barely bumped Sandy 
Tillery to 2nd with a fine 4.95 lb. (23 1/4 inch), and Shane Schuchardt into 3rd with a 4.21 lb. 22 inch slot. 

The Sheepshead category had its own drama too. Alex Beebe corralled 1st place with just 5 minutes to spare, 
by catching his 3.25 lb. convict from shore using an artificial crab. That fish held off last minute challenges by 
New Angler Alex Manry (2nd place) at 3.17 lb. and David Jones’ 3rd place entry of 1.93 lbs. Barry Keith en-
tered the only Ground Mullet, and there were no qualifying White Trout entries, but we did see a legal floun-
der weighed in, which may be a good sign of better things to come. 

Junior Division 

There was only 1 entry in the Juniors, and it was captured by Cole Reach with a 1.41 lb Speckled Trout. 

Chef Romie Perez and his able cooking crew  (Gwen and Pete) put on a feast for those present with a huge pot 
of perfectly seasoned Chicken & Sausage gumbo, and a side Caesar Salad which capped off a great day.  



 

  



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

https://www.facebook.com/MoesOriginalBBQMobileAlabama/
https://tacklethisshootthat.com/
https://www.bancroftenterprises.com/
https://uglyfishing.com/
https://www.blakeandpendleton.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hooked-Up-by-the-Bay-105048714860932/
https://www.georgeswatersports.net/
https://alabamasaltwaterfishingreport.libsyn.com/
https://pagautoglass.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WNSPoutdoors1055
https://fishingchaos.com/
http://www.fairhoperattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Deer-River-Bait-and-Tackle-102943848946930

