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Upcoming Dates 

• Thu. May 2 - ACFA Meeting 

• Sat.  May 4  - UCP Hooked-up   
      Tournament 

• Thu.  June 6  - ACFA Meeting 

May Meeting 

Thursday May 2, 2024 6:30 pm 
 

Moe’s Original BBQ 
701 Springhill Ave. 
Mobile, AL 36602 

   Speakers:  
Wayne Dean 

John Mareska 
Jay O’Brien 

                                                  
+ Raffle and Door Prizes! 
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A short-term dry pattern has developed to begin May, meaning the precipitation for the 
past couple of weeks has been slightly below average even though the humidity and 
temperatures are increasing with southerly wind flow. Consequently, the reading at Barry   
Steam Plant has been “tidal” for the past week or so, and expected to continue like that 
as long as there is below average rain upstate. While that might bode well for water clari-
ty and higher salinity in the entire bay system, it allows speckled trout to stay farther north 
to spawn or spread out. Better for the fish maybe than the fishermen…                                                   
The day of our May 4th tournament will experience NEAP tides, a real challenge for an-
glers to find a pattern that produces quality fish. Perhaps our May 2nd meeting speaker, 
Captain Jay O’Brien, can offer some advice on how to be successful in this situation-
Wayne Dean will there too, speaking on behalf of United Cerebral Palsy, and the out-
standing work they do in our community. There will also be UCP representatives on hand 
like Lockley Shell (their tournament co-founder) present to answer questions about their 
annual “Hooked Up To Help” tournament that runs simultaneously with the ACFA’s. In fact, 
our ACFA tournament hours are extended an hour, from 1pm to 4pm to match the hours 
of the UCP tournament. Should be a good time for all Thursday evening and Saturday af-
ternoon! With water temperatures sustained in the middle ‘70s we can expect many spe-
cies to be active, especially early and late in the day and around tide changes. Redfish, 
and especially flounder (which have shown in good   numbers so far this year) can be 
caught even in nearly slack water. So, we hope to see plenty at the   weigh-in.  John 
Mareska from Alabama Marine Resources Division will again be at our weigh-in to take 
clippings of flounder fins for their genetics study on flounder. He will also  be at our May 
2nd meeting to discuss what they are trying to determine with these samples from all legal 
flounder, even if they do not place, please bring them to the table to be weighed, meas-
ured, and sampled. Pompano is one of our featured species in this month’s ACFA tourna-
ment, and they have been quite active along the Gulf beaches, even during the previous 
NEAP tide. Another featured species, white trout have a good reputation for biting during 
a NEAP tide too. So, these might make good alternates for anglers having problems find-
ing a productive pattern on tournament day in order to “save face”.    

            

David Thornton - ACFA President 
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https://www.moesoriginalbbq.com/
https://tacklethisshootthat.com/
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament
https://wnsp.com/wordpress/podcasts/
https://www.facebook.com/saltfinaddicts/
https://www.pagautoglass.com/
https://www.georgeswatersports.net/
https://bonsecourbutchers.com/
https://heritageautoparts.com/
http://www.fairhoperattle.com/#/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Deer-River-Bait-and-Tackle-100076843550063/
https://uglyfishing.com/
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The April meeting began with ACFA President David Thornton    
bringing everyone to order. He paid tribute to all of the 2024 ACFA 

Sponsors, without whom, we would not be able to survive.             
President Thornton then paid tribute to long-time member & ACFA       

Sponsor Skip Grizzle and offered “THE FISHERMAN’S PRAYER” to       
officially get the meeting underway. Skip, by the way, also         

sponsored a program called FISHING WITH AUTISM for children who 
might not otherwise have the opportunity to fish. 

Our main speaker for the evening was TANNER DEAS, who spoke 
about the various methods of fishing from the beach: 

  1) Fishing from the beach 

  2) Wade Fishing 

 Aspects of Land-based fishing: 

  - Choosing a location 

  - Targeting Species 

  - Lure/Bait choices 

 Aspects of Wade Fishing: 

  - Choosing locations; 

  - Targeting Species; 

  - Stay minimal 

   - Water depth, Tackle choices (lures, live bait), low  
   water & low tide cycles are NOT your friend  



 5 

   

  Other recommendations: 

   - Common Baits; 

   - Target Species; 

   - Location on the beach; 

   - Actively fish the surfline 

    - Lure/Bait choices 

  Bait/Lure Options: 

  - MR17 Mirror Lure; 

  - Twitch Baits; 

  - Lipped Baits; 

  - Rapala Rip Stop. 

 WHEN FISHING CLEAR WATER USE BAITS THAT ARE CLEAR BODIED, 
WITH LOTS OF GLITTER 

 President Thornton also discussed other activities in the area such 
as: Justin Fadalla’s 2024 Saltwater Finaddicts Boat Show on the Bay 
Showdown Tournament that took place April 6-7, 2024 at Battleship 

Memorial Park. He also mentioned the First Annual Kingdom     
Connection Outreach Ministries Fishing Tournament scheduled for                  

April 19-21, 2024. 

 We also held our annual Membership drawing with Colton Carlisle 
winning the Prize Packet 

- The Raffle Drawing results were: 

  - Rod/Reel Combo-Annette Thornton 

  - Goody Bag/4 doz live Shrimp-Shane Schuchardt 

  - Ministry Tournament Tickets-John Clark & Nona Fultz 

  - Saltwater Finaddicts Tickets-Steve Johnson & Kevin Owens 

Robert Thornton                                                                                   
ACFA Newsletter Editor 
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 The SPRING BREAKOUT, the 2nd tournament of the 2024 season, was 
greeted with beautiful weather with the exception of the wind 
which according to most anglers, limited their ability to access     
locations for some species, especially Sheepshead. Consequently, 
the were none brought to the weigh table. There were also no  
Pompano brought in either. We did, however, have a goodly    
number of Speckled Trout, Redfish and Flounder brought in.                                                                   

  Some of the standouts were:                                                               
 Brad McDonald with a 2.88 lb Speckled Trout;                                 
 Mark Jones with a  6.57 lb Redfish;                     
 Sandy Tillery with a 2.38 lb Flounder;                                                              
 Angel Manes (J) with a 1.67 lb Redfish.                                                          
To all those who fished, cooked, prepped food & helped clean         
everything up, our sincerest gratitude.                                                     
It takes all of us all of the time to make us who we are.                  
Here are the OFFICIAL results of the Spring Breakout Tournament                 
  

                           
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

           
           
           
  John Mareska was also on hand retrieving 
 fin samples from flounders brought to the weigh      
 table to help with DNA harvesting.   
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 Come Join us on Thursday May 2, 2024 at MOE’S BBQ                    
from 6:30pm-8:30 pm 

Speakers will be:                                                                                 
CAPT. JAY O’BRIEN will be speaking on Inshore Fishing Tactics 

WAYNE DEAN will be speaking about the upcoming                      
UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY TOURNAMENT on May 4, 2024; 

JOHN MARESKA will be speaking about Flounder Research 

_________________________________________________________ 

The UCP HOOKED-UP TO HELP Tournament will be held on  

Saturday, May 4, 2024. As a reminder, a copy of the 2024 ACFA   
Tournament Rules are available @  https://www.acfafish.com/ 

Weigh-in will be at   

 Ralph & Kacoo’s from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

SPECIES  

 SPECKLED TROUT, REDFISH, FLOUNDER,                               
WHITE TROUT, POMPANO 

Romie Perez will be serving his almost nearly World Famous 

SHRIMP & GRITS 
THE HOOKED-UP TO HELP TOURNAMENT is the 3rd in our 2024            

Tournament Series. This is a wonderful event designed to assist the 
United Cerebral Palsy organization in raising funds to support their 

mission...HELPING THOSE WHO NEED IT THE MOST. 

 We want everyone to be safe while on the water. We look forward to 
seeing everyone at the weigh-in from 1:00pm - 3:00pm at the   

American Legion Post 250. 

WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE FOOD PREP & CLEAN-UP HELP! 
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Our ACFA Logo Items co-Chair wives Allie & Amber Summers, 
 along with Chatwin & Christian Summers will have shirts, car 

tags ($20), koozies ($5-$10), hats ($20), stickers ($5), and visors ($15)    
 available for sale at the March 7th meeting.   

 

“New member kits” should also be available at the meetings..  

    

Shirts need to be pre-ordered (long-sleeved dri-fit)   

   ($25 for regular sizes, and $30 for plus sizes).     

   They will be printed per your size and color preference, then 
picked up next meeting...  

   

   IF you need anything else, or would like to see     

   additional items like ACFA sunglass lanyards, 

   keychains, etc. contact:  Chad Summers 
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