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Position  Name Contact 

President David Thornton 251-458-2775 

VP/ Speakers Josh Tidmore 251-490-6464 

Treasurer John Erwin 251-234-1458 

Membership Michael Nicholas 251-533-1577 

Membership Jeb Mann 251-423-1574 

Awards Josh Tidmore 251-490-6464 

Donations Joey Gates 251-209-1220 

Food Adviser Romie Perez 251-605-5005 

Logo Items Kevin Owens 251-518-6569 

Newsletter Alex Beebe 251-423-0551 

Statistics Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Weighmaster Pat Hughes 251-422-6992 
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Hello folks,  

Here it is July already. It's HOT of course, and so is the fishing. I 

have been working with other ACFA board members and 

friends to find some way for us to hold meetings and tourna-

ments legally and safely. Guidelines laid out by the State 

Health Department (ADPH) to restrict the spread of the Covid-

19 virus, control what we can (or rather cannot) do as a group.  
 

So far, the best option seems to be to try and host the meeting 

'virtually' via the internet. Testing new waters, we intend to try 

that this coming Thursday July 9th at 7pm using the “Zoom meeting” format. This is 

a powerful online tool which can bring remote people together with an interac-

tive format using their personal computer or even on a cellphone. Not as good 

as meeting face-to-face, but hopefully the next best thing. Details are included 

elsewhere in the newsletter, and will be mentioned on the Facebook page, web-

site and our fishing forum...  
 

Following our meeting, we do plan to have our first tournament of 2020 on July 

11th. Considering we have not been able to have a tournament so far this year, 

plus the RMYAT will be running concurrently, ALL TWELVE of the ACFA recognized 
species will be eligible: speckled trout, redfish, flounder, sheepshead, white trout, 

groundmullet/whiting, spanish mackerel, blackfish, black drum, croaker, gafftop-

sail catfish, and pompano. Under the current circumstances, food will NOT be 

provided! We must encourage everyone participating in the tournament to 

weigh their fish and NOT loiter near the tables and board or get in close proximity 

to the weigh in officials or each other. IF you do remain on the site, PLEASE bring 

lawn chairs and practice good 'social distancing' with those from other house-

holds. 
 

We want everyone to have a good time, but we can't risk anyone getting sick 

because we did not take proper precautions. To minimalize possible exposure 

between members and member groups (families) we strongly encourage our 

members and guests to abide by the prescribed guidelines of social distanc-

ing. While at the weigh-in site wear a mask (if possible) especially if you might find 

yourself standing close or talking to others outside your household group. The 

weigh-in table will have 'distancing cones and several 5-gallon buckets to help 

each angler or family group maintain the prescribed social distance (6 feet). 
 

God Bless and good luck fishing! 

David Thornton - ACFA President 
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Moe’s is not able to host us in person, but we’re excited to try something new that will let us 
meet for the first time since March. Thanks to Craig Hall, we’re going to host a virtual meet-
ing on Zoom Thursday evening. We’ll open the room early at 6:45 PM and begin promptly 
at 7:00 PM. Be sure to test out Zoom in advance if you haven’t used it before. 

Meeting details: 

• Login: Thursday July 9th 6:45pm - will begin at 7pm (Zoom ID: 996 5094 9054 Pass: 868001) 

• Membership Drawings: Mike will provide a list of eligible names (to be drawn during the 
meeting) 

• Membership Prizes: Engel Bait stations or $50 gift certificates to Tackle This, Shoot That 

• Tentative Guest Speakers: Salt Strong representative and an ADSFR representative (if 
possible). 

• Virtual Door Prizes: Five $20 gift certificates to Tackle This Shoot That. To be held on 'FB 
Live', Friday evening, after the meeting member list has been determined. 

• Prize pick-ups will be arranged later at the weigh-in, by mail, or future weigh-in, meeting 
or at the banquet in December. 

The meeting will be automatically recorded and should be available for viewing at a later 
date if anyone wishes. Please be patient and hope for the best as we try this for the first 
time! Also, see the next page for more details on joining the Zoom meeting. 

 

 We have a lot of catching up to do with our first tournament coming in JULY! As a re-
sult, we are going to open up the tournament this month for ALL TWELVE ACFA SPECIES. 
Bring your legal catches to the weigh-in to score tournament points, win a plaque, and 
weigh fish for the BFC.  Unfortunately, WE ARE NOT ABLE TO SERVE FOOD at the tournament.  

Tournament details: 

• Fish from 5 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, July 11th. 

• Weigh-in at the American Legion Post 250 on Dauphin Island Parkway from 1-3 PM 

• Speckled Trout (slot - 15-22”), Redfish (slot - 16-26”), Flounder, Sheepshead, White trout, 
Groundmullet/Whiting, Spanish Mackerel, Blackfish, Black Drum (16-26”), Croaker, 
Gafftopsail Catfish, and Pompano! 

• Points will be assessed for 1st through 5th for each category (Juniors & Adults) and all 
species in the usual manner.  

• Social distancing must be maintained at all times (seriously, we can’t risk getting anyone 
sick!). While at the weigh-in site wear a mask (if possible). 

• Final results will be published on the ACFA Facebook page as soon as possible, with 
point updates to follow.  

• ONLY the ACFA Young angler plaques will be printed. Any adults who want a plaque 
MUST indicate they want a plaque.  
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We’re going to host the meeting live on Zoom and encourage you to 
join. You can access the meeting using Zoom on your PC, tablet, or 
smartphone using the Zoom meeting app.  

You can also call in directly over the phone, but note that you won’t be 
able to see any participants or slides.  
 

For PC, tablets, smartphones using Zoom App: 

1. On Thursday evening, navigate to Zoom.us/join 

2. Enter the meeting ID: 996 5094 9054 

3. You may join using the Zoom App (preferred) or using the browser cli-
ent (PC only) 

4. Enter the meeting password if prompted: 868001 

5. Once you enter the meeting, select Join with Computer Audio or Join 
with Device Audio to hear the meeting  

 

For call-in on phone (no video): 

1. Dial 1-346-248-7799 

2. Enter the meeting ID: 996 5094 9054 

3. Enter the meeting password if prompted: 868001 
 

General tips: 

• If you’re using Zoom for the first time, you may want to download the 
Zoom App ahead of time and try to join the meeting. We won’t open 
until 6:45 on 7/9, but you’ll see the welcome screen (next page). 

• Also, if it’s your first time, you may want to try to log in at 6:45 PM in-
case you run into any difficulty logging in. The meeting will start 
promptly at 7:00 PM. 

• Please keep yourself muted unless you need to speak up.  

• Also, feel free to disable or enable your webcam as you see fit!  

• If you can’t make it for any reason, we do plan to record the meeting 
and post at a later date! 
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  Zoom.us/join - Meeting ID: 996 5094 9054                     Password: 868001 

         Wait here if you join before 6:45           Join with Computer/Device Audio 

Audio and video controls (mute and stop camera) are bottom left of screen 
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 Thank you for the great responses and picture submissions to 
Robert Thornton this month! It looks like plenty of members are hav-
ing a great fishing season. Please keep sending us your pictures for 
a chance to get highlighted in the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several young anglers have been landing some really nice trout this 
past month! Chatwin Summers (left) holds dinner, David and Ellis 
McDonald (2nd) pose with a particularly spotty trout, and Marabella 
and Decian O’Brien show off some nice gator trout! Great job guys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This time of year, almost everything is biting. Gwen, Whit, and 
Shayne Traylor (left) found a nice sheepshead bite. Randy Bosarge 
holds a nice black drum with Raelynn and Kenzleigh (2nd). Fae and 
Shane Schuchardt (3rd) pose with a shark caught right off the 
beach, and Cooper Mann (4th) brings home flounder and crab. 
Chad and Chatwin Summers (right) show off some stud pompano. 
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The adults have been getting after the inshore species too. Leigh and Tim 
Pierce (left and center) show off some nice trout caught on a pretty day with 
clear summer water. David Thornton caught a real stud trout in the surf and 
managed to get a measurement before the release for the CPR contest!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tarpon are annual visitors to our region in the hot summer months, and a few 
of our members know how to target them. Pat and Wendy Troup managed to 
land this incredible tarpon and captured a great photo with the beast. 
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We may be an inshore club, but the weather has been so nice that several 
club members have made the short trip offshore to bring back dinner! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer, Josh, and Weston Tidmore brought in some incredible snapper (left 
three) this past month! Michelle Nall (right) also knows how to get it done with 
a very fine red snapper ready for the dinner table! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sean, Amber, and Piper Pipkin (left and 2nd picture) and David Skoglund 
(2nd) brought in a mixed bag with plenty of red snapper, mangrove snapper, 
and ling. Lucas and Kevin Chalk (3rd and right) found some big sow snapper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wendy and Pat Troupe (left three) put together a nice stringer with red snap-
per, triggerfish, and ling. Leigh and Tim Pierce (right) display a big mess of fish 
with beeliners and big red grouper filling in the bag. 
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Date Tournament Name Species Weigh-In Food 

Mar 21 
March Madness 

(Cancelled) 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Sheepshead, 

White Trout, Ground Mullet/Whiting 
American Legion 

Post 250 
Chicken & Sau-

sage Gumbo 

Apr 4 
Spring Breakout 

(Cancelled) 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Sheepshead, Pompano 
American Legion 

Post 250 
TBA 

May 9 
UCP - Hooked Up to 

Help (Cancelled) 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

White Trout, Pompano 
Ralph & Kacoo's 

Causeway 
TBA 

Jun 6 
Summer Starter 

(Cancelled) 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Black Drum, Spanish Mackerel 
American Legion 

Post 250 
TBA 

Jul 11 Rodeo Warm-up ALL TWELVE SPECIES 
American Legion 

Post 250 
NO FOOD! 

Aug 8 
Mobile Bay Grand 

Slam 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Blackfish, Gafftop 
American Legion 

Post 250 
Shrimp Boil 

Sep 5 End of Summer 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Croaker, Spanish Mackerel 
American Legion 

Post 250 
Fish Fry 

Oct 17 
Mutt Burke & Bill 

Midgette Causeway 
Classic 

Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 
Black Drum, Croaker 

Causeway TBA 
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 Consider catching an entry for the BFC or CPR contests! Be sure to print off the new 
BFC and CPR cards online and mail, text, or email your entries to Robert Thornton 
(thorntonr17@yahoo.com). You will also want to review the rules regarding each contest for 
proper entry. If you’re planning on releasing a fish for the CPR contest, be sure to have a 
good ruler handy and be prepared for a quick release before you hit the water!
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