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Hi gang,
What a ‘woozy’ of a year this has been! Who could have
seen the COVID plague coming on top of being scourged
by multiple tropical systems? But I want to commend our
members and chairpersons for rising above these great
challenges we have faced throughout 2020 to salvage a
very successful season.
As this trying year mercifully winds down, our final task is to
safely assemble to acknowledge the passing of a couple
of important people to the ACFA as well as the superior angling accomplishments for the year. Also, we will ‘catch up’ on plaque distributions for
the past four tournaments.
So strap on your mask and feedbag and join us to celebrate 2020 at the
Awards Banquet Friday December 4th!

David Thornton - ACFA President

Come join us on Friday evening to celebrate the end of the 2020 season.
We’ll have food served cafeteria style by the friendly staff at Moe’s. We’ll
then proceed to the awards announcements for the year and finish with
raffle and door prize drawings. As always, we kindly ask that you bring a
dessert if you are able!
It is also past time of year to fill board positions for 2021.
We are still looking to fill the Membership and Logo
Items positions. Please consider serving or helping out
with these positions next year! This is a great opportunity
to meet other anglers and support the club.
Banquet details:
•

6:30 PM on Friday December 4th

•

Moe’s Original Bar-B-Que Downtown

•

Door prizes and raffle items, TBD

•

Masks are required while not seated
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During our November meeting, we were honored to host long-time club member and
ACFA flounder co-record holder (7.80 lbs.),
Jerry Markow, to speak with us about flounder fishing. Those of you that know how tightlipped flounder fisherman (and flounder) can
be would agree that it was a special treat for
Jerry to give us some tips.
Jerry started by talking about his favorite
types of structure to target flounder including
the gas rigs near Fort Morgan, Dauphin Island
bridge, Little Lagoon pass, and the numerous
fishing piers that line the Bay. The key to fishing these well-known but difficult to fish areas
is to start the morning catching frisky live bait
including 5-8” mullet and tiger minnows. Jerry
likes to work the smaller baits using a cork rig to slip naturally through structure with the current. Although flounder fishing these days is not anything like it once was, patience and
commitment can reward the angler that takes the time to methodically grind through
structure.
In years past, neap tides seemed to be most productive for local doormat flounder holds
like the Dauphin Island bridge, but now some tidal current seems to increase the odds. Jerry
used to tie off on the legs of the Dauphin Island bridge, but since that is no longer allowed,
he likes to anchor up current and let baits drift back through the structure.
While most flounder fishermen agree that things have been very slow lately, Jerry and David Thornton brought up the flounder hatchery at the Claude Peteet Mariculture Center in
Gulf Shores as a way to improve the flounder bite. Juvenile flounder stock hatched from a
combination of ACFA and Saltwater Finaddicts live broodstock donated to the Alabama
Marine Resources Division and tighter restrictions on flounder lengths, limits, and seasons will
hopefully help flounder bounce to pre-2008 levels. We thank Jerry for sharing his wisdom!

November has been a great month for fishing with relatively mild weather and clear water.
Raelynn Bosarge (left) and Josh Tidmore (2nd left) show off some beautiful speckled trout
while Sandy Tillery (2nd from right) and Wendy Troupe (right) hoist up some hefty redfish!
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The November Makeup Tournament was a great success with a mixed bag of trout,
redfish, groundmullet, sheepshead, and black drum all hitting the scales. The weather was great, and fish were caught all around the Bay and tidal rivers during a classic fall pattern. The weigh-in had a great attendance, and the leaderboard filled in
nicely with adult and junior division catches from several families out on the water.
Perhaps the best part of the tournament was the endless trays of
fresh fried fish, oysters, and shrimp
served with fixings by Romie Perez,
Gwen, and Keith McGraw. The
food and company had everyone
feeling like a winner and reminded us of what ACFA is all about fishing, food, and fellowship!
All in all, the tournament was an
excellent way to end the unprecedented season on a high note.
Thank you to the members and
chairpersons that came out and
made this tournament a reality!
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Consider catching an entry for the 2021 BFC or CPR contests! Be sure to
print off the new BFC and CPR cards online and mail, text, or email your entries
to Robert Thornton (thorntonr17@yahoo.com). You will also want to review the
rules regarding each contest for proper entry. If you’re planning on releasing a
fish for the CPR contest, be sure to have a good ruler handy and be prepared
for a quick release before you hit the water!
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