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Position  Name Contact 

President David Thornton 251-458-2775 

VP/ Speakers Craig Hall 251-533-2727 

Treasurer Terry Wilson 251-591-7663 

Membership Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Awards Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Donations Joey Gates 251-209-1220 

Food Adviser Romie Perez 251-259-2357 

Logo Items 
Chad Summers 

Courtney Summers 

251-680-5271 

251-680-8580 

Newsletter David Thornton 251-458-2775 

Statistics Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Weighmaster Pat Hughes 251-422-6992 



 
  

Inshore fishing around the Mobile Bay area remains in a late 
summer pattern, greatly influenced by persistent heavy rains 
through most of August. But stages of upstate rivers are falling 
again with the recent mini dry spell, and inshore waters are 
beginning to clear as salinities gradually increase. Stronger tidal varia-
tions through most of September should aid that process as we enter in-
to our historically driest part of the year. Barring any tropical activity that 
might give us more of what we do not need: rain! 

Speckled trout remain scattered from the coastal beaches into many of 
their ’deep water haunts’. Even though water temperatures have been 
holding in the middle 80s for the most part, redfish are still bunched up 
around structure in the bay. Mostly, though ‘top end slots’ are showing 
up along the Gulf beaches. Flounder have been just about everywhere 
this year, and sizes seem to be increasing as well. That is great to see, as 
are the tagging and brood stock efforts to make the future even brighter! 
  

Second Call for 2023 Club Officers: 
  

It has been my privilege to serve and support this club in many capaci-
ties through the past 19 years. And while I plan to remain an active 
member of the greatest inshore fishing club ever in coastal Alabama, or 
anywhere for that matter, I will not be serving another year in multiple 
capacities. Robert will not either, as he has been doing three jobs too. 
The time has come for some ’new blood’ to step into several roles. 
PLEASE search your heart and contact us if you are interested in helping 
by assuming the duties of President, Vice President or Membership 
(Executive Board positions). As well as Newsletter Editor, Awards or Donations. 
In order to proceed into 2023, the ACFA is in great need of at least five 
good people who will step up and commit to fill these roles for the bene-
fit of all. I will do everything I can to support them in their quest to suc-
ceed and grow with the club.  In 2006, Bill Midgette (a founding ACFA 
member) hand wrote descriptions of all the ACFA Board positions. Some 
are ‘outdated’ a bit, but they still give us a good idea of the responsibili-
ties of each position. Copies of these descriptions can be found on the 
ACFA website at  https://www.acfafish.com/copy-of-newsletters     
PLEASE look them over to see how we might put your gifts to work for the 
club in the future, and continue our great family fishing oriented traditions. 

https://www.acfafish.com/_files/ugd/a0d5b8_e547894636f64c898c439afa0a0f3de6.pdf
https://www.acfafish.com/_files/ugd/a0d5b8_7ecdc49f829b47b393995763651a08ed.pdf
https://www.acfafish.com/_files/ugd/a0d5b8_92c6740d209341929f19b07459a38198.pdf
https://www.acfafish.com/_files/ugd/a0d5b8_fef793a38bf74095aabf25f59f081def.pdf
https://www.acfafish.com/_files/ugd/a0d5b8_14c850b6e0e34332b122b4b1d9c61a8c.pdf
https://www.acfafish.com/_files/ugd/a0d5b8_6e309035d9fc49f89dd8d4c0bd6064f1.pdf
https://www.acfafish.com/copy-of-newsletters


Come join us at Moes’ BBQ on Thursday September 8th at 6:30pm for our 
eighth meeting of 2022. I am very sorry to have been so distracted lately so as 
to forgot to book someone to speak at our meeting. So, to fill a request, I 
(David Thornton) will be giving a talk expanding on a recent feature article in 
Great Days Outdoors magazine called “Can Fish Smell Underwater?” If you 
don’t subscribe to the magazine, it can be found online @ https://
greatdaysoutdoors.com/can-fish-smell/     We can call it ‘homework’ ;-) LOL 

Anyway, we plan to have some fun with this topic. 
Which will basically be a Power Point presentation about 
different ways fish ‘smell’ or detect food, potential 
threats, or mates in differing environments. And most im-
portantly, how fishermen can take advantage of these 
methods to catch more fish. It will be an open forum with 
Q&A along the way. So we may examine this as deeply 

as you wish.  There will be ‘FREE SAMPLES’ to be given out for good questions! 

And IF you aren’t too tired of hearing me talk, there will be presentations from 
last month’s tournament, as well as an open discussion on 2023 club officers.   

Plus we will have a raffle for a rod & reel combo, and plenty of door prizes. 

 

 

  

A fair number of ACFA members competed in the Conde Cavaliers 40th An-
nual Mardi Gras Fishing Rodeo August 6 - 7, and weighed in some nice fish 
along the way. With all the competition of a two day tournament, when the 
dust settled Pat Troup was the only ACFA who remained on the board via a 
5.37 pound Gafftop (3rd Place). Congratulations Pat!   
  

It should be noted there were several former ACFA members who did pretty 
well in this tournament as well as in:    
 

The Saltwater Finaddicts Inshore Championship and Redfish Shootout held Au-
gust 27 - 28 was filled with  some great competition too. With similar results for 
most of the ACFA members who were entered. Only Andrea White, wife of 
Barnie White broke out of the pack and hung on to third place in Redfish @ 7.8 
pounds. And they fell just a little bit light of winning the $10K Redfish prize. 

Still, it was a fantastic event that procured well over 100 brood flounder for the 
Claude Peteet Mariculture Center in Gulf Shores. Well done folks! 

http://www.moesoriginalbbq.com/lo/mobile/
https://greatdaysoutdoors.com/can-fish-smell/
https://greatdaysoutdoors.com/can-fish-smell/
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/conde-cavaliers-40th-annual-mardi-gras-fishing-rodeo
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/conde-cavaliers-40th-annual-mardi-gras-fishing-rodeo
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/swf-inshore-tournament-2022


  We would like to thank all our guests and sponsors from the last meeting! It 

was a nice turnout with a full and varied agenda, and a bunch of raffle items.   

We invited Pat David: the Data Architect Manager for ARCOS (Alabama’s  Re-

al-Time Coastal Observing System) to tell us about the work being done to re-

store the reporting network and damaged stations to “pre-Sally” status.      So 

far, he along with Cory Harper, ARCOS Field Technician at Dauphin Island Sea 

Lab (DISL) have managed to restore 5 of the 7 current stations, plus they will 

add a new sensor at the Battleship USS Alabama pier near the Causeway.  

They are seeking input from fishermen as stakeholders who use their data, 

practically on a daily basis. And would like to know what aspects of the data, 

the retrieval and research we, as a user group are most interested in.  

Besides the obvious beneficial data this system provides to fishermen and oth-

er boaters, it is also quite useful for scientists to better understand the dynam-

ics of the near-shore environment and its affects on weather. Also speaking at 

our meeting was Brian Dzwonkowski, Ph.D., a Senior Marine Scientist and Asso-

ciate Professor of the Department of Marine Sciences at the University of South 

Alabama at the DISL. “Brian Dz” (as he is often referred to) used “Hurricane Mi-

chael” as an example of ‘Hurricane Intensity from Warm Coastal Water Influ-

ence’. The question was why this particular hurricane intensified as it ap-

proached the coast, when just the opposite effect is usually observed. The 

complex answer was astounding and the crowd really got into the Q&A. 

Bobby E. and Ryan E. were on hand to tell us about the Conde Cavaliers 40th 

Annual Mardi Gras Fishing Rodeo which was held August 6 - 7. And they con-

tributed two sets of tickets to our raffle. Those were won by Bob Ward and Cliff 

Bailey. Two more single tickets were donated to the raffle by Justin Fadalla for 

the Salt Water Finaddicts Inshore Championship and Redfish Shootout, held 

August 27 - 28.  Those were won by Perry Stokley and Dominic Miller. 

We also had 6 dozen live shrimp from Deer River Bait & Tackle donated to the 

raffle by Henry (and won by Wayne Sanders. And I forgot to write down the 

winners of the wheel hub and Caddy Can donated by George’s Water Sports. 

But thanks to all these sponsors for the excitement! Be sure to tell them THANKS! 

https://arcos.disl.org/
https://www.disl.org/
https://www.disl.edu/about/faculty/bdzwonkowski
https://www.disl.org/
https://www.weather.gov/tae/HurricaneMichael2018
https://www.weather.gov/tae/HurricaneMichael2018
https://condefishingrodeo.com/
https://condefishingrodeo.com/
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/swf-inshore-tournament-2022
https://www.facebook.com/people/Deer-River-Bait-and-Tackle/100076843550063/?_rdr
https://www.georgeswatersports.net/


 

Our sixth tournament of this season was held the same Saturday the Conde 

Cavaliers 40th Annual Mardi Gras Fishing Rodeo began. Other ‘clouds’ our 

members fished under were the scattered thundershowers that popped up in 

the coastal waters during the morning. Even our weigh in site at American Le-

gion Post 250 had a shower. It left the ground wet, but our activities there went 

on unhindered. Catches and weights across the leaderboard were relatively 

sparce and light, with the exception of redfish which had a good bit of com-

petition along with some very nice weights. Though no Blackfish were weighed 

in, nor Grand Slams, congratulations to three new members who placed first: 

Colton Carlisle (Speckled Trout), Wayne Swiger (Redfish), and Alex Manry (Gafftop) 

Romie’s hero (“Sally”) Chatwin Summers was the only Junior member to weigh in 

category fish (“...easy win!” he said in Redfish & Gafftop). And kudos to Wayne Swiger 

(a new member) for stepping up to take this young man fishing when his dad and 

uncle were not able to. That’s the spirit that gets these kids ‘hooked on fishing’. 

Thanks also to Keith McGraw, David Hare, and stepson Michael, and Vince Hawkins 

for the fine low-country shrimp boil. And to Romie Perez for setting up the dining ser-

vice area. Annette Thornton and Jen & Lee Minto for desserts. And to all who stayed 

to help clean up! Great team effort from Mark Jones and David Jones and Alex 

Manry, Harvey Pepper's "Lindquist Crew", and Romie’s fav: Chatwin "Sally" Summers! 

https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/conde-cavaliers-40th-annual-mardi-gras-fishing-rodeo
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/conde-cavaliers-40th-annual-mardi-gras-fishing-rodeo


 

September marks our second to last tournament for the year, and so far  
Perry Stokley has been the most consistent point getter in that contest. But a 
host of anglers are still within ‘striking range’ to catch up, even as the tourna-
ment season (and the summer of 2022) are winding down. 
The featured species in this tournament are: Speckled trout, Redfish, Flounder, 
Croaker and Spanish mackerel. Hopefully the weather will cooperate for our 
members to take advantage of all these species come tournament day. 
As the daylight hours have gotten shorter, keep in mind even though our rules 
state a 5 A.M. start time, ‘safe light’ is more like at 5:30 A.M. So PLEASE be 
careful launching and running to your fishing spot. We want everyone to be 
safe and come to the weigh in 1 to 3 pm at American Legion Post 250. 
That’s where Romie Perez will be serving us Jambalaya and Caesar salad. 
            And as always, desserts and cleanup helpers are much appreciated! 

 

  

Our ACFA Logo Items co-Chair wives Allie & Christian Summers, 
along with Chatwin Summers will have shirts, car tags ($20), koozies 
($5-$10), hats ($20), stickers ($5), and visors ($15) available for sale 
at the September 8 meeting. 
“New member kits” should also be available at the meetings.. 

  
Shirts need to be pre-ordered (long-sleeved dri-fit) 
($25 for regular sizes, and $30 for plus sizes). 
They will be printed per your size and color 
preference, then picked up next meeting...  
   
IF you need anything else, or would like to 
see additional items like ACFA sunglass lan-
yards, keychains, etc. contact:  
Chad Summmers... 
 
 
 
 

   



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

Andy Ward with his first 

BFC entry (sheepshead). 

Jack Wilson cat-comparing.                 Lee Minto redfish brace. 

Chatwin Summers & Wayne Swiger. 

               “The Jones Gang”  

Micaiah Lindquist—BFC redfish                       Trey Holladay—Leopard Red                           Nathan Kennedy & Perry Stokley 



 

https://www.facebook.com/MoesOriginalBBQMobileAlabama/
https://tacklethisshootthat.com/
https://www.bancroftenterprises.com/
https://uglyfishing.com/
https://www.blakeandpendleton.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hooked-Up-by-the-Bay-105048714860932/
https://www.georgeswatersports.net/
https://alabamasaltwaterfishingreport.libsyn.com/
https://pagautoglass.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WNSPoutdoors1055
https://fishingchaos.com/
http://www.fairhoperattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Deer-River-Bait-and-Tackle-102943848946930

