
 

 
 

 

 
Position  Name Contact 

President David Thornton 251-458-2775 

VP/ Speakers Craig Hall 251-533-2727 

Treasurer John Erwin 251-234-1458 

Membership Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Awards Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Donations Joey Gates 251-209-1220 

Food Adviser Romie Perez 251-259-2357 

Logo Items OPEN - 

Newsletter Alex Beebe 251-423-0551 

Statistics Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Weighmaster Pat Hughes 251-422-6992 



Greetings folks, 
 

Folks, we are now past the halfway point for our 2021 ACFA 
year, and things are really 'heating up'. Not just the weath-
er, but the competition on several levels has just been get-
ting better. Participation in the tournaments is good, as is 
that of our BFC and CPR contests, for Juniors and Adults. 
Several records have been broken already this year, and 
several more have been established. Keep it up! 

Still, there is PLENTY of room in several categories, and one 
of those is Gafftopsail catfish - a fine gamefish (plentiful in 
the bay), which is featured in our July tournament. 

Our tournament again coincides with the Roy Martin Young Anglers Tourna-
ment, and also the 1st Annual Boaty Campbell Memorial Fishing Rodeo. Rep-
resentatives of both contests will be at our July meeting. Please support their 
causes, and continue to support our club in efforts to provide family-oriented 
fishing fun! 
 

David Thornton - ACFA President 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 The ACFA was excited to host Craig 
Newton from the Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources 
(ADCNR) to discuss recent developments 
with flounder stocking and fisheries in Ala-
bama coastal waters. We’ve all noticed a 
decline in flounder fishing over the past 
decade, so it was refreshing to see the 
work that is being done to address this im-
portant issue. 

 Craig began by giving a brief overview of the numerous flounder research projects 
taking place in our waters including stocking enhancements at the Claude Peteet Mari-
culture Center, constant assessments of fish stocks, studies investigating the relationships 
between flounder production and climate/habitat changes, and flounder tagging pro-
jects. Results from these projects suggest in part that changes in climate and hydrology, 
especially related to shorter winter durations and lower discharges, produce less flounder. 
The flounder that are most commonly caught come from estuarine waters or are transi-
ents from outside of Mobile Bay. Hydrophone tagging efforts suggest that around 30 % of 
our flounder leave Mobile Bay each year to migrate elsewhere. 

 While the hydrology and climate conditions that affect Mobile Bay are largely out-
side of our control, Craig had good news about the success of the Claude Peteet Maricul-
ture Center’s flounder breeding and stocking efforts. 12,000 cultured flounder were re-
leased to Alabama waters in 2020, and we expect to see that number grow to 35,000 this 
year in 2021. Craig hopes that we can reach 70,000-100,000 flounder from the Mariculture 
Center released each year in the near future. Many of you provided the brood stock for 
the Mariculture Center by bringing in live flounder to ACFA tournaments in 2018 and 2019. 
We applaud these efforts to help restore our flounder fishing, and thank Craig for sharing 
this exciting work to our club!  



 

 Under threat of rain, the weigh in 
for the ACFA June "Summer Starter" 
tournament was moved indoors at 
the American Legion Post 250. That 
way we were better able to smell 
and sample those fine quesadillas 
being cooked up by Ms. Gwen and 
her niece “Josh” under the direction 
of Chef Romie. There was a heap of 
those eaten, and nary a tummy went 
away empty ;-) GREAT JOB FOLKS! 

 The weigh in was spirited, and 
competitive in several categories. 
Though we missed out on the size of 
upper-slot speckled trout this time 
around, there were a good number 
of schoolies brought in. When it was 
all over, Quentin Miller and Riley Boltz were atop the pile. Pretty much the 
same with slot redfish, though the top three placing adult weights were more 
respectably over 5 pounds. Congratulations to Cliff Bailey and Chatwin Sum-
mers for their wins. And special congratulations to Leigh Pierce for her over 4-
pound Spanish mackerel that blew away the competition. She not only won 
the tournament, but is currently 1st in Spanish mackerel in the Big Fish Contest 
by a significant margin. And congrats to Riley Boltz for his other 1st place 
(Spanish mackerel & flounder), and to Cole Reach with a nice 1st place Jun-
ior slot black drum, and 2nd place Junior redfish. These anglers are really step-
ping it up! 



Don’t miss our July Meeting where we’ll 
host Rowan Young and Ryan Schumann, 
two tournament directors for the 1st An-
nual Boaty Campbell Memorial Fishing 
Rodeo and the 88th Annual Alabama 
Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo. The Boaty 
Campbell Memorial Fishing Rodeo and 
Roy Martin Young Anglers Tournament 
both coincide with our July Rodeo 
Warmup tournament, so there is no rea-
son not to participate if these tourna-
ment if you have the opportunity. 

 



  

 
Date Tournament Name Species Weigh-In Food 

Mar 20 March Madness 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Sheepshead, 

White Trout, Ground Mullet/Whiting 

American Legion 

Post 250 

Chicken Cac-

ciatore 

Apr 3 Spring Breakout 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Sheepshead, Pompano 

American Legion 

Post 250 

Chicken & Sau-

sage Gumbo 

May 8 
UCP - Hooked Up to 

Help 

Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

White Trout, Pompano 

Ralph & Kacoo's 

Causeway 
Cheeseburgers 

Jun 5 Summer Starter 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Black Drum, Spanish Mackerel 

American Legion 

Post 250 
Quesadillas 

Jul 10 Rodeo Warm-up 
Speckled Trout, Flounder, Blackfish, 

Gafftop, Ground Mullet/Whiting 

American Legion 

Post 250 
BBQ 

Aug 7 
Mobile Bay Grand 

Slam 

Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Blackfish, Gafftop 

American Legion 

Post 250 
Shrimp Boil 

Sep 4 End of Summer 
Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Croaker, Spanish Mackerel 

American Legion 

Post 250 
Fish Fry 

Oct 23 

Mutt Burke & Bill 

Midgette Causeway 

Classic 

Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, 

Black Drum, Croaker 
Causeway 

Shrimp and 

Oysters 
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