
Upcoming Dates 

• Thur. Mar 7 - ACFA Meeting 

• Sun. Mar 10 -  Daylight Savings 

• Sat.  Mar 16 - March Madness 

      Tournament  

March Meeting 

Thursday March 7, 2024 6:30 pm 
 

Moe’s Original BBQ 
701 Springhill Ave. 
Mobile, AL 36602 

   Speakers:  
George Harrison  

& 
Blakeley Ellis 

+ Raffle and Door Prizes! 
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As daylight hours are getting longer, it certainly looks like winter is all 
but over. There are lots of indicators that this springlike weather will 
continue at least through early March. That means more springlike 
rains will descend upon us on occasion too. At least nothing looks 

extraordinary weatherwise for this time of year.  

Look for speckled trout to stage in the lower Mobile Bay and Missis-
sippi Sound, including the Gulf beaches through the dark stages of 
the moon in early to mid March. Sheepshead will also be ganging 

up in anticipation of their upcoming spawn. ACFA founder Mike 
Thompson used to say “look for sheepshead around the gas rigs 

south of the coast while the azaleas are blooming”. Plus it won’t be 
long before Spanish mackerel begin showing up in Alabama waters. 
A Gulf water temperature of 65 degrees (sustained) usually signifies 

their arrival is imminent. 

Our 2024 BFC and CPR contests continue, and the first ACFA tourna-
ment (“March Madness”) will be March 16th. Have you renewed 

your membership? And included you family members who plan to 
fish? Use the Fishing Chaos app for all your ACFA signups. And don’t 
forget our Membership Drive ends at the start of our first tournament. 

Speakers for the March 7th meeting will be George Harrison 
(Harrison Inshore Fishing) and Blakley Ellis (CCA Alabama). 

We will have a fine raffle and door prizes. Hope to see you there! 

David Thornton - ACFA President 

https://dauphinislandfishingguides.com/
https://www.ccaalabama.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.moesoriginalbbq.com/
https://tacklethisshootthat.com/
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament
https://www.georgeswatersports.net/
https://bonsecourbutchers.com/
https://wnsp.com/wordpress/podcasts/
https://www.facebook.com/competitionheadservices/


The Kick-Off meeting of the 2024 Fishing season was held Thursday, 
February 15, 2024 at Moe’s BBQ Downtown. To get things started, 

Christian Summers held everyone’s attention by giving us a rundown 
of whatever came to her mind first. She spoke about everything from 
School, friends, Mardis Gras, the club, her Birthday and Jack Wilson, 
who in the opinion of the editor, seemed to be her favorite subject!             

Thank you Christian and HAPPY BIRTHDAY. 

ACFA President, David Thornton got the crowd of between 75-80  
quieted down and began the evening with a short Prayer and then 

proceeded to the business at hand. He introduced the 2024 Board of 
Directors. He also mentioned our 2024 Sponsors without whom, the 

club could not survive. To date, the ACFA has procured the following 
as Sponsors...Moe’s BBQ, Tackle This Fishing Outfitters, George’s Wa-

ter Sports, Fishing Chaos, WNSP Outdoors, Bon Secour Butchers, 
Davey Williams Competition Head Service and Deer River B&T.  

David then began explaining how the 2024 Membership Drive, 
which will come to a close at 5:00 am March 16, 2024, will work. He 

laid out the guidelines for how the names of those signing up on  
Fishing Chaos during this period, will automatically have their names     
placed in a drawing for prizes which will be held at the April 4, 2024 

meeting. Also, if you are having trouble signing up on the Fishing 
Chaos app, please contact Micaiah Lindquist at (251) 654-3444. 



David also reminded everyone of the changes to both the BFC & 
CPR contests that came about during the January Board Meeting, 
and how it is each member’s responsibility to become familiar with 
the rules of BOTH contests, especially in the CPR Contest. An entry     

into the Catch, Photo & Release Contest without the ACFA 2024    
marker, will not be valid. Again, contact Micaiah Lindquist if you 

have any questions. 

As is normal this time of year, we currently do not have any Big Fish 
Contest entries, but the Catch, Photo & Release Contest has already 
seen some activity. A Father/Son duel is taking shape between Eric 
Miller and his son Davey Miller. Alex Beebe is in the Top Spot in both 
the Flounder & Speckled Trout categories. Things will begin to heat 

up after the March Madness Tournament. 

We had 2 outstanding speakers at the meeting. First up was        
Brandon Lunceford from one of our long-time Sponsors George’s 

Water Sports who discussed  issues regarding the care and     
maintenance of you boat’s motor.                                                             

Items discussed included checking fuel & filters for contamination, 
Propeller & Shaft components for signs of wear, Electrical system 

components, Lighting, Steering system, Hydraulic components, Fluid 
levels and hose condition, Throttle & Shift mechanism esp cables, 

and lastly and most importantly,  

MAKE SURE THE DRAIN PLUG IS IN PLACE BEFORE YOU LAUNCH    
YOUR BOAT!! 

Our second speaker, Don Ludlum, a longtime former member of the 
ACFA, spoke about Rod & Reel maintenance. Some of his tips were: 
Level-wind reels require much more maintenance than do spinning 
reels. All Rod & Reel combos require some level of care, especially 
in the off-season. Always try to clean rods & reels with a low soap  
solution using a soft bristled brush and a soft water rinse. Do not tie 

braided line directly to the spindle without using a backing.           
Neoprene is a far better handle material than cork. Secure hooks by 
attaching to hook eye or to the leg of the guide. Lastly, it is a good 
idea to spray Zirconium on guides to help prevent corrosion and 

help to preserve the life of guides. 



When it came time to draw for Raffle Items, we 
had several choices.  

Tyler Dixon won the Daiwa Rod & Reel Combo, courtesy of our     
long-time Sponsor Tackle This Fishing Outfitters; 

Sandy Tillery won a pair of Pier Bumpers from another long-time 
Sponsor, George’s Water Sports; 

Grady LeBlanc, Pat Hughes and John Phillips all won hats from      
various sources. 

Several members were also gifted with Door Prize packets. 

Congratulations to all the winners and a big 
THANK YOU to all of our Sponsors. 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



Come Join us on Thursday March 7, 2024 at MOE’S BBQ                 
from 6:30pm-8:30 pm 

Speakers will be: 

GEORGE HARRISON will be speaking on Inshore Trout Fishing Tactics      
BLAKELY ELLIS will be speaking about the Coastal Conservation         

Association (CCA) 

The March Madness Tournament will be held on  

Saturday, March 16, 2024. Weigh-in will be at the  

American Legion Post 250 on D.I.P from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

SPECIES  

SPECKLED TROUT, REDFISH, FLOUNDER, SHEEPSHEAD, KINGFISH 

Romie Perez will be serving 

his almost nearly World Famous 

Chicken/Sausage Gumbo  
March Marks the initial Tournament of the year. To date, the only   
action has been confined to the Catch, Photo & Release Contest 
(CPR). As the daylight hours return to Springtime Standards, keep     

in mind even though our rules state a 5:00am start time, “safe light”  
is more like 5:30am. Everyone PLEASE use caution launching and    

getting you and your boat to your fishing spot. We want everyone to 
be safe and come to the weigh-in from 1:00pm - 3:00pm at the  

American Legion Post 250. 

WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE FOOD PREP & CLEAN-UP HELP! 



 



 



 



Our ACFA Logo Items co-Chair wives Allie & Amber Summers, 
 along with Chatwin & Christian Summers will have shirts, car 

tags ($20), koozies ($5-$10), hats ($20), stickers ($5), and visors ($15)    
 available for sale at the March 7th meeting.   

 

“New member kits” should also be available at the meetings..  

    

Shirts need to be pre-ordered (long-sleeved dri-fit)   

   ($25 for regular sizes, and $30 for plus sizes).     

   They will be printed per your size and color preference, then 
picked up next meeting...  

   

   IF you need anything else, or would like to see     

   additional items like ACFA sunglass lanyards, 

   keychains, etc. contact:  Chad Summers 
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