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Meeting:   Oct. 4, 2012        Time:      7:00 PM 
Place: American Legion Post 88 2663 Halls Mill Road  

Main Speaker: Capt. Bobby McElroy 
Speckled trout hardbaits, tackle and tactics 
Quick Hits: David Hare the “Burl Minnow”  
Mini Seminar: Patric Garmeson ‘Delta Fishing’ 
Tournament: Sat Oct 20 —”Causeway Classic”  

Volume 2012 Issue October 

Inside this issue: 

    Alabama Coastal Fisherman’s Association 

  A Family Oriented Fishing Club Since 1997 

Important 

Dates 

Monday Oct 8: Columbus Day holiday 
Saturday Oct 13: Alabama Inshore Championship Trny   
Sunday Oct 28: Mother-In-Law Day 
Wednesday Oct 31: Halloween 
Thursday Nov 1: next ACFA meeting 

President’s Message: 

 

ACFA October Tournament Preview—Fall Is In The Air...  
 

     The last ACFA tournament has traditionally been ‘put off’ until the third Saturday in October (hmm that date sounds familiar) to give the great 
fall delta fishing a chance to get heated up while the weather gets cooler. In honor of two of our deceased ACFA founding members, the 
October ACFA Tournament has been renamed the “Mutt Burke and Bill Midgette Memorial Causeway Classic.” For years these 
two gentlemen help steer the direction of the club by their personal contributions of time and talent. Their favorite venue was fall 
Causeway fishing and they have left us a legacy of good memories and some great maps. The 4 species this month are Speckled Trout, 
Redfish, Flounder, and Sheepshead. Keep in mind you can fish anywhere you want, but MUST LAUNCH from the Causeway. 
     Also, in honor of departed Bill Midgette and Mutt Burke, Mike Thompson (the ACFA founder) will be giving out the American  
Angler prize package to the ACFA member amassing the most tournament points at the Mutt Burke Causeway Classic. This package 
will consist of several American Angler products and will also include a couple of the Dynamic Duo's favorite lures. To top off the 
package there will also be a coupon for breakfast at the two legends favorite place to eat and have coffee before a fishing trip… 
Whataburger. Mike will be at the meeting to discuss this prize package and display exactly what the lucky angler will be receiving. 
  

Speaking of heating things up, our outgoing Food Chairman, Vince Hawkins wanted to remind everyone they are invited to bring a 
small pot of chili to the weigh in at Scott’s Landing to share and compare. Keep in mind the entry by Vince’s wife Dana Hawkins 
took top honors last year in our Chili Cook-off. As usual the club will provide, bowls, spoons, paper towels, rice and cheese, we just 
need your chili, your appetite and someone to help me “put out the fires” and judge which is best ;-) Hope to see you there!   

September 6 at 5:59pm my son Cooper Fisher Garmeson was born, just as 
the previous ACFA meeting got underway. Both my wife Autumn and our 
son Cooper are doing well, so thank you for all the well wishes. I need to 
thank Joey Gates for doing such a good job stepping in for me at the last meeting.  
We are down to our last tournament for the 2012 season so it's time to go big 
or go home and go out with a bang. In honor of the longtime fishing team of 
Bill and Mutt the October tournament has officially been renamed the  
"Mutt Burke and Bill Midgette Memorial Causeway Classic."  
Our upcoming meeting will feature an encore presentation from Captain 
Bobby McElroy, also Alan White will be discussing the Alabama Inshore 
Championship Trail which had a lot of ACFA participation.  
This year as with most every year we are going to have several board posi-
tions available and plenty of need for  those who want and can help the club. 
Each and every board member position plays a vital role in the continuing 
success of the ACFA. Please give me a call if you would be able to help.  
Water temperatures are still lingering in the low 80's so we are now in a transition 
period. This means that you may be able to find a fall pattern bite in the delta the same 
day as your buddy found a good bite at the rigs. Over the next couple of weeks we 
will hang in this transition period until the weather really cools off, so good luck. 
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The September meeting was chaired by Joey Gates our able Vice President while Patric Gar-
meson was occupied at Thomas Hospital with his wife Autumn delivering and weighing in 
their newest family member Cooper Fisher Garmeson at 8 pounds 4 ounces and 21 inches.  

 That’s another 8#r for Patric ;-) 
Thanks to Joey and the speakers Joe Dear, and Lee Minto for the great presentations and to all 
who participated in the round-the-room fishing reports. Trenny Woodham won the raffle for 
the Onos’ Sunglasses. These raffles have been a great asset to the club this year as the proceeds 
have paid for the rent on the meeting hall each month, a HUGE savings.  

 

October Meeting Previews 
     

The main speaker of the October meeting will feature longtime ACFA member Captain 
Bobby McElroy of Alabama Inshore Fishing Charters (251) 533-7957 Find out more@   
http://www.alabamainshorefishingcharters.com/  For years Bobby has entertained the club 
with his verbal treatise on the art of preparing and fishing different hard baits for speckled 
trout fishing. Even if you’ve heard him speak on the subject before, Bobby is always 
“spearmintin” with new baits and new ideas about catching trout with them. So listen up… 
 

And David Hare will be on hand to do the ‘Quick Hits’ segment.  
Stay tuned for some oldies but goodies from the ‘BURL MINNOW ’, plus some new tips . 
 

The raffle this month will feature a new Boga Grip  set. That’s a $115 value for $1, or $5 
or $10 or however much you can spare! That will be quite a bargain for some lucky angler. 
And remember each ticket not chosen in the raffle goes into the door prize drawings to 
increase your odds of winning there. All this and more is just waiting for you October 4th.   

ACFA September Meeting Recap 



ACFA  is a local inshore saltwater fishing club. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each 
month to promote friendship, sportsmanship,  
and conservation along coastal Alabama.  

Statistics… as of Sept 8, 2012 

   

Tournament Point Standings after 7 tournaments: 
 The following anglers have... 

11 points: George Harrison, Kyle Mitternight, Richard Hoffman Jr, Taylor Guy (J),  
Tim Pierce, Vince Hawkins 
10 points: Phillip Ward, Summer Williams (L) 
9 points: Bill Perry, Bob Ward, Brad McDonald, Chris Pierce, Mike Vickrey, Phillip Guy 
8 points: Carson Tierce (J), Ronnie Dyson, Rudy Baugh 
7 points: Ed Greer, Ryan Hoffman (J) 
6 points: Danny Finch, Frank Mitternight, Mark McPherson, Matthew Morgan (J) 
5 points: Adam Davis (N), Henry Nall, Jeb Mann, Joe Sirmon, Riley Coleman (N), Tom Brooks 
4 points: Barry Keith, Gil Singleton (N), Josh Burroughs, Kyle Eckhoff, Lori Tourne' (L), 
Matthew Mattox (N), Steve O'Dell, Trey Pitt 
3 points:  Bubba Williams, Eugene Pierce, Joey Gates, Pat Hughes, Pat Sirmon,  
Richard Hoffman Sr, Richard 'Scott' Beech, Selene Finch (L), Ted Lawson, Trevor Wood 
2 points: Austin Lee (J), Bill Midgette, Donnie Howell, George Koulianos, Gerald Hatch 
(N), John Burke, Kevin Owens, Larry Watkins, Michael Nicholas, Mike Lee, Theo Koulianos 
1 point: Blake Buxton (N), Bobby McElroy, Christian Howell (J), Dan O'Conner, Daniel Ford, Gary Tingle, 
Gregory Robinson, Jessica Owens (L), Joe Hughes (J), John Howard, Jonathon Law, Katie Mitternight (J), Katie 
Mitternight (J), Keith Kenny, Kenneth Alsbrooks (N)(J), Kristen Mitternight (J), Kyle Woodham, Lee Minto,  
Marcus Lanier, Mitzi Mitternight (L), Norman Lewellen, Paige Hinton (L), Rhonda Beech (L), Robert Morgan, 
Shane Ford, Steve Hawkins, Trevor Harrison (J), Tyler Dixon, Wayne Hawkins 
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Catch, Photo and Release (CPR)  
Speckled Trout Contest Standing                                                                      

as of September 20, 2012 
 

At least the top 5 place CPR Speckled Trout 
will receive plaques at the end of the year. 

Net Man of the Year Point Standings 
after SEVEN tournaments: 

NOTE: these point totals are entirely 
separate from the traditional Tournament 
Point Standings and have no bearing on 
the Tournament Points or Master Angler  

Keep in mind that EVERY 
participation point you earn 
in each of our 8 club  
tournaments gives you 
another chance in our  
‘PP Drawing’ at the end of 
the year Awards Banquet 
(held in December). 

New: NETMAN (or WOMAN) of the Year Category!  
 

19. Any ACFA angler at the time of their weighing in a tournament fish who declares the eligible  
member or dependant who actually netted that fish for them (including themselves) will be awarded the 
same number of points in a separate category called “Netman of the Year”. These points will be tallied 
and kept for the duration of the tournament season and the angler with the most accumulated “net” points 
will receive this award during the December Banquet.  

                                                                    The following anglers have:    
12 points: Carson Tierce (J), Chris Pierce, David Thornton, John Fassbender 
11 points: George Harrison 
10 points: Patric Garmeson, Phillip Ward, Richard Hoffman Jr 
9 points: Brad McDonald, Ronnie Dyson 
8 points: Bill Perry, Danny Finch, Tim Pierce 
7 points: Ed Greer, Joe Sirmon, Richard 'Scott' Beech 
6 points: Bob Ward, Keith Kenny, Larry Watkins, Mark McPherson 
5 points: Adam Davis (N), Bubba Williams, Doug Houston, Henry Nall,  
Josh Burroughs, Kyle Eckhoff, Robert Morgan 
4 points: Barry Keith, Christian Howell (J), Gil Singleton, Lori Tourne' (L), Matthew Mattox 
(N), Michael Nicholas, Riley Coleman (N), Ryan Hoffman (J), Steve O'Dell, Tom Brooks 
3 points: Pat Hughes, Pat Sirmon, Richard Hoffman Sr, Rudy Baugh, Summer Williams (L), 
Vince Hawkins 
2 points: Bill Graves, Donnie Howell, Gerald Hatch (N), Jeb Mann, Mike Lee, Ted Lawson, 
Trey Pitt 
1 point: Austin Lee (J), Bill Midgette, Bobby McElroy, Dan O'Conner (N), Daniel Ford, 
David McDonald, Gary Tingle, George Koulianos, Jerry Torrans, Jessica Owens (L),  
Joe Cieutat, John Burke, John Howard, Katie Mitternight (J), Kenneth Alsbrooks (J),  
Kevin Owens, Kyle Doster, Kyle Woodham, Matthew Morgan (J), Mitzi Mitternight (L), Nor-
man Lewellen, Rhonda Beech (L), Selene Finch (L), Shane Ford, Skip Hinton, Steve Hawkins, 
Theo Koulianos, Tyler Dixon, Wayne Hawkins 



Jacob Guy shows his personal best 5# flounder caught 
from the Cedar Point Fishing Pier September 15, 2012. 

Patric Garmeson with a solid 26 inch Speckled 
Trout which he entered in the CPR contest. 

 
***Under no circumstances will the Alabama Coastal Fisherman’s Association (ACFA) be responsible for the welfare of any members, guests or equipment while attending meetings or engaging in ACFA tournaments or the challenge.*** 

The BIG Fish Contest 
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Mail your 2012 Big Fish Contest entries to: David Thornton  31 Hannon Ave. Mobile, AL 36604 ( ph: 251-458-2775) 

Statistics… 
as of Sept 21, 2012 

 

 

If you have any pictures 
of your Big Fish entry 
catches or other nice fish 
please email them to  
pierpounder2001@ hotmail.com 

We are looking for photos 
of our members with fish 
they have caught showing 
some of the lures gener-
ously provided by our 
sponsors. Publishing them 
is a great way to tell these 
sponsors “THANK YOU”   



Vince Hawkins aka “hawk” is a lifelong resident of Mobile County.  
 He grew up in Chickasaw, but spent most weekends on the creeks  
and lakes off the Tombigbee River around Bates Lake.  He was  
fortunate enough to have a father that helped instill in him a love of the outdoors and spend  
time making memories that are with him even 35 years later. Vince graduated from Satsuma  
High School in 1988 and then the University of Montevallo in December of 1992.   
   He began working at CPSI in 1993 and has been there ever since. He has been married to  
his darling wife Dana for 18 years and they have two beautiful daughters (13 and 10). 
   Vince learned about the ACFA through the club’s website and joined both in 2006.   
Until then he really only fished for flounder and Redfish/Specks were considered “bycatch”.   
Vince was a club member for only one year, before assuming a Board position as Statistician, 
where he served for two years.  In 2008 he was elected President, where he served the club  
for three years and was awarded the ACFA Member-of-the-Year "Founder's Award" in  
2011. This year Vince has continued to help the club by taking over the Membership Chair  
AND coordinating the Food committee to assure we had nice meals at every ACFA weigh in.  
He states these achievements, not to be boastful, but rather to let every member know that anyone can hold any position in the club, 
regardless of how long you have been a member.  Currently his girls’ softball and coaching are conflicting with ACFA meetings and 
some tournaments, so he will be “retiring” from his board positions at the end of this year and need others to ‘step up’ and help. 

   Vince has become what he describes as a “decent” inshore fisherman.  He credits 99.9% of what he has learned to fellow ACFA 
members.  The friends he has made would never have taken place without the ACFA and for that, he is thankful.  Listen to people at 
the meetings and introduce yourself to new people and you will be amazed at what you will learn.  Knowing where fish are biting is 
the biggest key to success.  Learning how to make them bite what you throw comes from trial and error and tips from your new 
friends in the club.  Have FUN, and take your kids fishing when you can. It will make memories for a lifetime and theirs.   

Don’t let his soft-spoken style fool ya, 
Vince Hawkins is a ‘HAWK” on all 
sorts of game and fish in our area. 
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ACFA: Meet the Angler 

ACFA Guide’s Tip of the Month 

If you have any recommendations for area guides you would like to see included in this regular segment or pictures or reports of ACFA mem-
bers fishing  with area guides … PLEASE email them to me at  pierpounder2001@hotmail.com 

Making a good game plan by: Captain George Harrison 
 

If you want to try and make sure you will have a successful trip and catch fish you have 
to start with a good game plan. Making a good game plan begins as much as a week in 
advance by thinking of where you will be fishing and maybe even picking the best day 
based on weather forecasts and other information available. I try to look at the weather 
daily and watch the tides and water clarity all through the week. Come fishing day, that 
helps me decide the most favorable locations. To me the wind is one of the biggest fac-
tors when it comes to choosing where I am going to fish. But be sure and  have several 
alternate spots picked out in case the first few don’t work for you.  
Networking with other fishermen you know and trust (like in the ACFA) who have been 
fishing those areas doesn't hurt either. And last but not least always call the bait shops in 
advance the day before and see who has live bait. That is much better  than when you get 
there and figure it out the hard way at 5 in the morning. 
 

George is a USCG licensed inshore fishing guide and can be reached @ (251)367-7685 
More information can be found online @ http://elfkin7087.wix.com/harrisonfishing#! 

 

Nominations For ACFA Board Positions  
 

Will be open until the November meeting when the members present will vote to approve (or select) new chairpersons.  
EVERY club member should search their soul to try and make a contribution to keeping the ACFA growing by volunteering to chair or help with a 
board position. Several positions will be opening this year and the current member holding that position will be available to brief and support you in 
your orientation and adjustment. In addition we are revamping our efforts to better document and describe the duties of each position to better serve 
the new board members in their transition. We are set up NOT to fail! And any chair person will have as much (or as little) support as they need to 
fulfill their duties. What we have seen in the past is that competent people will step forward, but most only when they see no one else has. This year 
we actually had two chairs held by a single person because others did not step up to the call. Wouldn’t it be great if the ACFA had to actually 
choose between two competent candidates for a single office? All it takes is for people to care enough to say “I would like to help.”  
 

WANTED:  interested, caring ACFA members to fill the following positions; Newsletter Editor, Awards, Quick Hits, and Food.  
 

Vince 
“Hawk” 
Hawkins 

  



        Members of the Alabama Coastal Fishermans Association literally 
weighed heavily in the Alabama Hunger Relief’s inaugural Alabama 
Inshore Championship Tournament Trail in the final results. After 
the four qualifying tournaments, 18 current ACFA members have filled 

about a third of the available places to qualify for the Invita-
tional Championship to be held on Saturday October 13, 2012. 
Those ACFA team members’ names are highlighted (in bold) 
in the standings listed below (hope I got everybody, and did-
n’t miss anyone. If so, my apologies ;-) Let’s cheer these 
guys on as they face off for the Championship and be at their 
weigh in on the Causeway. In addition to the Slam Champi-
onship, an open Speck Jackpot and ‘Spot’ Red Tournament 
will be held simultaneously. You do NOT have to be in the 
Championship to enter these two categories. Tournament Co-
ordinators (Alan White & Hunter Maples) will be at the 
ACFA meeting Thursday October 4 to discuss the details of 
these tournaments and thank the ACFA for supporting the 
events so well. Also they will accept IN WRITING feedback, 
comments or suggestions on the AIC Tournaments to make it       

even better next year.    

ACFA Members in 
Other Tournaments... 

    AL ABAMA COASTAL FI SH ERM AN ’S ASSOCI ATI ON  V OL UM E  2 01 2 I S S UE OC T O BE R  PAGE 6 

 Alabama Inshore Championship Tournament Series After 4 tournaments: 
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ACFA Tournament Plaques Sponsored by Skeeter Boats and Legendary Marine 
 

                                                               

 

PLEASE show your support to all our fine 
sponsors who help make ACFA the best  
inshore fishing club in the region! 


