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Position  Name Contact 

President David Thornton 251-458-2775 

VP/ Speakers Craig Hall 251-533-2727 

Treasurer Terry Wilson 251-591-7663 

Membership Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Awards Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Donations Joey Gates 251-209-1220 

Food Adviser Romie Perez 251-605-5005 

Logo Items 
Chad Summers 

Courtney Summers 

251-680-5271 

251-680-8580 

Newsletter Micaiah Lindquist  251-654-3444 

Statistics Robert Thornton 251-232-1904 

Weighmaster Pat Hughes 251-422-6992 



 
  

  

The first couple of 'cool & dry' fronts this year have cer-

tainly changed the look and feel of things for the better 

around here recently. After a long, HOT & WET summer, fall has 

finally arrived and a traditional 'fall-like' fishing pattern seems to 

be developing as the area dries out. River levels upstate have 

been running consistently low these past couple of weeks, and if 

that trend continues the water in the Delta and upper Bay should 

salt up nicely. The local rivers are looking good with a great crop 

of menhaden, shrimp and crabs which should help get the fish 

fired up this month. Our final tournament will be October 22nd, 

and that should be a fun time on the Causeway to appreciate 

what the Delta offers us. Thank goodness we were spared the 

wrath (and rain) of hurricane “Ian”, and prayers for folks in south-

west and south central Florida and South Carolina who will have 

to deal with the devastating aftermath.  

 

                                                     David Thornton - ACFA President 



Come join us at Moes’ BBQ  on Thursday, October 6th at 6:30 PM for 
our 9th meeting of this year. As always, we will enjoy great Moe’s 
food and a time of fellowship with other local fisherman. Our speak-
er this month will be Dr. Ruth Carmichael with the Dauphin Island Sea 
Lab. Dr. Carmichael is a Senior Marine Scientist at the Sea Lab and 
Director of the DISL Manatee Sighting network among many other 
positions. Dr. Carmichael will be speaking about manatees in our ar-
ea along with the Alabama Marine Mammal Stranding Network that 
she operates and just the state of our ecosystem as a whole. It 
should be a very informative talk.  

As always, we will have door prizes and raffle (a rod & reel combo) . 
You don’t want to miss out on a chance for that!

  

 It looks like the lack of rain and “fall-like” weather are shaping up for a 
great causeway/river bite for our 8th and final tournament of the year. The 
weigh-in will not be held at the usual DIP location, but on the causeway at 
Hooked Up by the Bay (the old Scott’s landing location.) If you’re launching 
at their ramp make sure you don’t forget your $5 launch fee.  

Romie Perez will be cooking up some of his famous “Trout Romez” along with 
fixings, so make sure you show up to the weigh-in with an empty belly be-
cause the food will be top-notch as always. Our tournament species this 
month will be Redfish, Speckled Trout, Black Drum (all slots), Flounder, and 
Croaker. But don’t forget you can weigh in any of the 12 eligible species at 
any tournament for the BFC.  

Perry Stokely is currently sitting in first in tournament points, but Robert Howell is 
close behind and a few others are still within striking range of the win. This is 
your last chance y’all! Also, a special plaque will given for the largest speck-
led trout caught on artificial in honor of Matt Burke and Bill Midgette and their 
fishing “artificial-only” for years. Hope to see you out there! 

http://www.moesoriginalbbq.com/lo/mobile/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064120386748


October is traditionally one of the best months for fishing a long the Alabama coast. As 
everything is starting to cool down you can expect fishing to just be heating up! Early Octo-
ber marks the beginning of the fall transition as the fish start moving from their summertime 
haunts in open water into more of a fall and winter time pattern. Top areas to target this 
month are around the mouths of the tidal rivers and bayous as the fish “stage up” to move 
into them as the water begins to cool. Flounder especially will be grouping up as they pre-
pare to begin their fall migration to their spawning grounds out in the gulf. You can expect 
some hot flatty action through the next few weeks leading up to the November closed sea-
son. Top baits are finger mullet and bull minnows to target the larger flounder but you can 
also get on some great action with Gulp or Fishbites Fightclub lures hopped along the bot-
tom on a jig head. The flounder will generally be holding tight to structure, so look for them 
around rocks, dock pilings, drop offs, or anything else that offer them a place to ambush 
bait. You’ll inevitably run into some redfish “by-catch” while targeting flounder, but you can 
key in on them by focusing on the mouths of smaller creeks and cutoffs in marsh. Live or arti-
ficial shrimp under a popping cork can be deadly for slot sized reds. The jumbo bull reds will 
be schooling up along the beaches. The action around Sand Island and Dixey bar at the 
mouth of the bay can get very hot with nearly instant hookups on giants. Nearly any bait or 
lure will work when they’re biting! The speckled trout bite will also be getting hot. Flocks of 
gulls diving on shrimp will give the schools away and it’s hard to beat a Vudu Shrimp under 
a popping cork for a quick limit in those situations. All in all, October is one of the very best 
months for fishing here in Alabama. All you have to do is get out there! 

 f 

OCTOBER 8TH - DOG RIVER FISHING TOURNAMENT 

 Held at the Grand Mariner Restaurant, benefiting the Dog River Clearwater Revival, the 
12th Annual Dog River Fishing Tournament will be paying out 
over $2000 in CASH prizes and other awards for Redfish, 
Speckled Trout (over-slot accepted), and Flounder with both 
Adult and Junior divisions. Adult entry fee: $35. Junior: $15  

 

 

OCTOBER 29th - MBKFA 5 Rivers Kayak Tournament 

 Mobile Bay Kayak Fishing Association is holding their 
16th annual 5 Rivers weigh-in style kayak tournament at 
Delta Port boat ramp on West Fowl River. The categories 
are Redfish, Speckled Trout, Flounder, Bass, Inshore Slam, 
and Leopard Redfish with an optional $10 Flounder Jack-
pot. There will be cash payouts and many other prizes and 
raffles including guided kayak trips, a salt strong member-
ship, and many others. Entry fee is $60  

https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/12th-annual-dog-river-fishing-tournament
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/2022-mbkfa-5rivers-kayak-fishing-tournament


 

 

 

  

Our ACFA Logo Items co-Chair wives Allie & Christian Summers, 
along with Chatwin Summers will have shirts, car tags ($20), koozies 
($5-$10), hats ($20), stickers ($5), and visors ($15) available for sale 
at the October 6 meeting. 
“New member kits” should also be available at the meeting.  

  
Shirts need to be pre-ordered (long-sleeved dri-fit) 
($25 for regular sizes, and $30 for plus sizes). 
They will be printed per your size and color 
preference and then picked up at the next 
meeting. 
   
IF you need anything else, or would like to 
see additional items like ACFA sunglass lan-
yards, keychains, etc. contact:  
Chad Summers: 251-680-5271  
 
 
 

   



   

We would like to thank all our guests and sponsors from the last meeting! We 

had a good turnout with great food as always at Moe’s BBQ!  

Our speaker last month was none other than our very own president, David 

Thornton. The “Pier Pounder” gave a very informative talk expanding on his re-

cent article for Great Days Outdoors Magazine: “Can Fish Smell Bait Underwa-

ter?”. David spoke a lot about the sci-

ence behind fishing and explained the 

biology of a fish and the different sensory 

organs that they use to find food and 

then most importantly, how we can take 

advantage of them. He broke down the 

reasons why some lures and baits will outproduce others in certain conditions 

and which ones we should choose based on the conditions for the best 

chance of success! The top takeaway was to let the conditions dictate your 

method. In low visibility scenarios, such as murky 

water or dawn and dusk, a fish’s vision is im-

paired, so they’ll lean on their other senses more 

to feed. Use lures with lots of noise and vibration 

with bright colors that will get their attention. 

Dead bait or scented lures also work well in these     

 situations. As visibility increases, fish will rely on 

their eyesight more and you need to fish deeper in the water column. Choose 

a lure or bait that’s a little more natural looking and “matches the hatch.” Jigs 

and swimbaits in a “natural” color or live bait shine in these conditions. Ex-

tremely clear water and bright sunlight require you to either scale down your 

tackle for an extremely natural presentation or speed up your retrieve to try to 

draw “reaction” strikes. Something worked quickly with some flash, like a jerk-

bait or spoon can trigger strikes even when the fish are not actively feeding. 

Just remember to pay attention to what’s going on around you and don’t be 

afraid to change up your presentation when something is not working! 

 

Fish Sensory Organs and their Use 

Lure/Bait Choice “Cheat Sheet” 

https://greatdaysoutdoors.com/can-fish-smell/
https://greatdaysoutdoors.com/can-fish-smell/


 

 A bright full moon the night before made for a slow bit for our September “End of 

Summer” tournament, but as always, the ACFA members stuck it out and managed to 

bring some excellent fish to scales!  

 New member, Colton Carlisle brought in a 2.88lb beauty to top 

off the speckled trout category, with Terry Wilson very close behind with 

a solid 2.81lb specimen. 3rd place (2.19lb) was taken by Robert Howell 

as part of his great inshore slam that also included the 1st place floun-

der at 1.85lbs and a fine 4.14lb redfish that placed 5th. There were 

some fine croaker weighed in with Trey Holliday taking the top spot 

with 0.76lbs. Only two spanish made it to the scales but they were bona

-fide hammers with both Shane & Rebbeca Schuchardt weighing ones 

well over 3 lbs! (3.28lb & 3.18lb).  

 In the junior division, Chatwin Summers was 

up to you his usual antics with 1st place speck and top flounder at 

1.90lbs & 1.76lbs respectively. In his first ACFA tournament, Richard 

Clark brought in a good 1.24lb speck for 2nd place and 3rd place 

flounder at 1.15lbs. Taking the middle spot in the flatty category was 

Jack Wilson with a 1.67lb. Lastly, but certainly not least, Isaiah Lind-

quist was the only junior angler to bring in a Croaker that made the 

0.5lb minimum with a fine 0.74lb  specimen.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Robert Howell with a fine 

inshore slam 

Richard Clark with a 2nd 

place speck and 3rd flounder 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



      PHOTO TROPHY ROOM  

Shane and Rebbecca Schuchardt with a pair of “axe-handle”     

spanish mackerel  Sharon and Gerald Markow with a fine red and 

flounder 

Kaci and Perry Stokley with a great tournament bag! 

Terry and Jack Wilson with their fine catches  



       

Chatwin Summers topping off the leaderboard  

        David Thornton with a fine pier speck  

Micaiah Lindquist with a jumbo bass 

Philip and Andy Ward with their day’s catch 



       

Long time member Jenny Minto with a great redfish 

 

Richard Clark with a delicious mangrove snaper  

Isaiah Lindquist and Harvey Pepper with a pair of     

nice croaker 



 

https://www.facebook.com/MoesOriginalBBQMobileAlabama/
https://tacklethisshootthat.com/
https://www.bancroftenterprises.com/
https://uglyfishing.com/
https://www.blakeandpendleton.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hooked-Up-by-the-Bay-105048714860932/
https://www.georgeswatersports.net/
https://alabamasaltwaterfishingreport.libsyn.com/
https://pagautoglass.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WNSPoutdoors1055
https://fishingchaos.com/
http://www.fairhoperattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Deer-River-Bait-and-Tackle-102943848946930

